
 

 



SECRET ZUCKERBERG EMAILS REVEAL
ZUCKERBERG AND STAFF LIED TO US
CONGRESS AND BRITISH PARLIAMENT



Secret Facebook emails by Mark Zuckerberg
over data-sharing scandal are seized by
Parliament's Serjeant-at-Arms and could
now be released by MPs despite US court
ordering them to remain private

Parliament has seized hold of private documents from the
social media giant
Files said to contain decisions made before the Cambridge
Analytica Scandal 
Damian Collins demanded US software company Six4Three
hand in documents

By Bhvishya Patel and Alexander Robertson For Mailonline
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Parliament has exerted 'unprecedented' powers to seize private
documents from Facebook that allegedly reveal its knowledge of
the Cambridge Analytica scandal.

The secret cache is believed to include emails between Mark
Zuckerberg and other executives that shows the firm knew about
flaws in its privacy policy and allowed them to be actively
exploited.

MPs discovered the documents were in the possession of an
American software executive visiting London on a business trip
and sent an official from the House of Commons to his hotel to
retrieve them.

He was given two hours to hand them over to an appointee of
Kamal El-Hajji, the House of Common's serjeant-at-arms, who  is
responsible for the security of the parliamentary estate.

However the executive refused, and was then hauled to
Parliament and warned he could face imprisonment if he did not
comply.

Damian Collins, chairman of the Commons Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport (DCMS) Committee, told the BBC: 'We felt this
[information] was highly relevant to the inquiry... and therefore we
sent an order to Mr [Ted] Kramer through the serjeant at arms
asking that these documents be supplied to us. Ultimately, that
order was complied with.'

Mr Collins said he had read over the documents and his
committee would decide this week what it intends to do with
them. 

Scroll down for video 



Parliament has exerted its legal powers to get hold of private
Facebook documents following Mark Zuckerberg's repeated
refusal to answer MPs' questions

A member of staff from the office of Serjeant at Arms Kamal El-
Hajji was dispatched to the hotel of Ted Kramer and demand he
hand over the documents

It comes as MPs attempt to hold Zuckerberg and his firm to
account over data breaches that affected more than 87 million
Facebook users.  

The documents were taken from Ted Kramer, founder of the US
company Six4Three, which is currently fighting its own lawsuit with
Facebook.

A US judge in California had ordered the files, obtained from
Facebook via a legal discovery process, could not be revealed to
the public earlier this year.  

Parliament has exerted its legal powers to get hold of private
Facebook documents following Mark Zuckerberg's repeated
refusal to answer MPs' questions
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A member of staff from the office of Serjeant at Arms Kamal El-
Hajji was dispatched to the hotel of Ted Kramer and demand he
hand over the documents
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However, MPs from the culture committee, headed by MP Damian
Collins, drew up  an 'unprecedented' order after discovering that
Mr Kramer was due to visit the UK. 
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It is believed they show how the firm created and effectively drew
attention to a privacy loophole later used by Cambridge Analytica
to collect the data of millions of users. 

The legal move comes less than a year after the company fell into
turmoil for harvesting data from 87million US users without their
knowledge.  

It is more bad news for Zuckerberg, who last week refused to
stand down after his company was found to be using lobbyists to
smear critics by calling them anti-semitic and linking them to
George Soros.

Last Monday, Damian Collins, chair of the culture, media and sport
select committee, demanded US software company Six4Three
hand in documents during a business trip in London

Last Monday, Damian Collins, chair of the culture, media and
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Tweets by Mr Collins show his ongoing battle with chief executive
Mark Zuckerberg and his company handling of data

The common's armed enforcer: Who is the serjeant-at-
arms?

The serjeant-at-arms is responsible for the order and security of
the House of Commons.

This includes maintaining order in the chamber, galleries and
committee rooms of the House and controlling access to the
parliamentary estate.

Whoever holds the role is responsible for carrying out the orders
of the House of Commons, including making arrests.

 

Tweets by Mr Collins show his ongoing battle with chief
executive Mark Zuckerberg and his company handling of data
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He’s also responsible for security during sittings and can be
instructed by the Speaker to escort people out of the chambers - if
they refuse to leave when the Speaker asks them.

They also perform ceremonial duties, including carrying the mace
in the Speaker's Procession each day.

The Serjeant at Arms is the only person allowed to carry a weapon,
namely a sword, in the House of Commons.

The unique role dates back to 1415, when Henry V appointed one
of his royal Serjeants to keep order in Parliament.

In 2015, the current serjeant-at-arms, Kamal El-Hajji, was awarded
the British Empire Medal 'for services to the Ministry of Justice'.

Mr El-Hajii has been the head of Front of House and VIP Relations
at the Ministry of Justice since 2010. 

The British Moroccan was the first non-white person to hold the
title when he was elected in 2016.

El-Hajji made the news in June this year when he spoke out in
defence of the Speaker John Bercrow.

The Serjeant at Arms said the allegations were part of a witch-hunt by
'disgruntled staff members' who want to oust him.

The US software company alleges that Facebook was aware of the
loopholes in its privacy policy and exploited them. 

On Friday night, Stuart Gross, a lawyer for Six4Three, confirmed to
news group CNN that the British committee had obtained the



sealed documents.

Mr Collins told The Guardian: 'We are in uncharted territory. 

'This is an unprecedented move but it's an unprecedented
situation. We've failed to get answers from and we believe the
documents contain information of very high public interest.'

Six4Three are the makers of the controversial app Pinkini, that
allowed users to find pictures of friends wearing bikinis online.

In 2015, Facebook changed its policies on how information was
shared and this meant developers of the app were restricted in
accessing data and culminated in the loss of business for Pinkini.

It was at this point the software company began their yearlong
bitter feud with US social media giant. 

The company claims Facebook misled developers by encouraging
them to build applications based around promised access to data
controls and privacy settings.

Zuckerberg had allegedly sold expensive ads to developers under
the guise that they would have long-term access to users' personal
information.

It happened when Facebook shifted its advertising business' focus
from desktops to smartphones, the lawsuit claimed.

The recent move by Parliament comes amid the ongoing scrutiny
that Facebook has fallen under regarding private data.

Since it was exposed by the Observer in March, the American
company has lost more than $100billion in value.

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/nov/24/mps-seize-cache-facebook-internal-papers


The documents are believed to include decisions that senior
executives made at the company in the years before the
Cambridge Analytica scandal.   

The Serjeant at arms is rarely called upon to carry out their
'enforcer' duties and there have only been a few instances
reported over the years.

In 2009, the then-Serjeant at arms Jill Pay gave the green light for
police to search the Westminster office of Conservative
frontbencher Damian Green as part of an investigation into leaks
of sensitive information from the Home Office.  

She was able to give consent to police because it was her role to
protect 'security in the House of Commons'.

What is the Cambridge Analytica scandal?

Consultancy firm Cambridge Analytica had offices in London, New
York, Washington, as well as Brazil and Malaysia.

The company boasts it can 'find your voters and move them to
action' through data-driven campaigns and a team that includes
data scientists and behavioural psychologists. 

In 2013, Cambridge professor Aleksandr Kogan used his app, This
Is Your Digital Life, to ask 270,000 Facebook users questions about
their personalities.

By answering them, the users granted Kogan access to not only
their profiles but to those of their friends.

He subsequently sold that information to Cambridge Analytica for
$51million.



Facebook changed its rules in 2014 to limit what data such apps
could access.

A year later, the company learned that Kogan had sold his findings
and contacted both him and Cambridge Analytica to tell them to
delete the data which they promised to do.

In March, Facebook made its announcement that it had
suspended Cambridge Analytica after being warned of looming
media reports that claimed not all of the information had been
destroyed.

Those reports, which were informed by the accounts of
whistleblowers who worked at the firm, also revealed the true
scale of the breach.  

It was initially estimated that the firm was able to mine the
information of 55 million Facebook users even though just 270,000
people gave them permission to do so.

But Facebook later since revealed the number was actually as high
as 87 million. 

The data firm suspended its chief executive, Alexander Nix, after
recordings emerged of him making a series of controversial
claims, including boasts that Cambridge Analytica had a pivotal
role in the election of Donald Trump.

The same information is said to have been used to help the Brexit
campaign in the UK. 


	Secret Facebook emails by Mark Zuckerberg over data-sharing scandal are seized by Parliament's Serjeant-at-Arms and could now be released by MPs despite US court ordering them to remain private

